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For immediate release: December 16, 2009

Alberta’s “False” Promise: Government implements drastic cuts to adults with developmental disabilities 

A month after Premier Stelmach publicly stated his government will “look after the vulnerable” (November 6, 2009); Alberta Seniors and Community Supports is implementing, without any public announcement or consultation with families, drastic and immediate cuts in funding, services and supports to adults with developmental disabilities. The government is sending a lasting arctic chill into the lives of some of Alberta’s most vulnerable individuals and their families.  

With $17 billion in cash reserves and billions more in the Heritage fund, why strike fear into the hearts of families; why put adults with developmental disabilities at risk, when a tiny portion of these reserves would ensure the safety and security of individuals with developmental disabilities?  Earlier this year Alberta Seniors and Community Supports returned $10 million of funds, designated for the Persons with Developmental Disabilities program, to Treasury to help reduce the government’s deficit. Now it wants to take another $10 million by reducing desperately needed supports and services.  If the Department had held onto that $10 million or reallocated other funds it had at is disposal, these last minute drastic cuts would not be needed and lives would not be risked.

The Department was aware of the fiscal challenges it faced early in the year yet it waited until the last quarter to demand a rush of cuts, thereby quadrupling the impact and negating any decent planning that might minimize harm. To add insult to injury this Department reallocated its limited resources to assess the needs of 9200 individuals, rather than meet those very same needs. A caring and thoughtful government would have reallocated its limited resources to ensure continuing supports in a time of economic constraints. 

Wendy McDonald, AACL President and the parent of a child with developmental disabilities, stated, “Families who have sons and daughters with developmental disabilities did not realize, when Premier Stelmach claimed to abide by the principles of “transparency”, “decency, the importance of family and community” (November 6, 2009), he was excluding us.  Nor did families realize that the government’s new emphasis on communication did not apply to us as deliberate decisions were made to keep families in the dark on these cuts and other changes that limit access to needed supports.”
On behalf of the almost 10,000 individuals with developmental disabilities and their families whose lives are being jeopardized, we call upon the Premier to simply keep his word. We should be celebrating the holidays and enjoying family rather than living in fear of the New Year. 
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